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A CURIOUS POLITICAL ANECDOTE. 
[From the Life of the late Bifhop Newton. } 


N the beginning of the fpring, in the year 1746, Bifhop 
Newton was honoured with freth proofs of the friendfhip 
and confidence of the Earl of Bath, being intrufted by that 
Lord with the relation of fome fecret tranfactions at Court. 
Whether the King had reafon to fufpect the fidelity of any of 
his Minifters, or whether any thing at that time had offended 
him, or who were moft difagreeable and obnoxious to him, 
we cannot fay ; but he took an opportunity of complaining to 
Lord Bath of the uneafinefs of his fituation; that he was held 
under the dominion of an ariftocracy ; that they hemmed him 
in on all fides, and he could not have thofe about him whom he 
thoroughly liked; that they in a manner engrofled all power, 
and in effect he could do little or nothing. He therefore afked 
Lord Bath whether he could not give him fome afiiftance, 
whether he could not any way extricate him out of his prefent 
difficulties ; and if he poffibly could, conjured him by all 
means to break the combination, and to fet him at liberty. 
Lord Bath replied, that it would be burning his own fingers, 
but, however, to oblige his Majefty, he would try what could 
be done ; it was poffible he might be able to fucceed, but his 
fuccefs muft in great meafure depend upon his Majefty himfelf; 
his Majefty muft be fure to ftand fteady, and be true to his 
own intereft, or otherwife, as the attempt was hazardous, it 
‘would alfo prove vain and ineffectual. 


Vor. XXII, 556. 2U One 











a een, eee ama 














338 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


One of the firft fteps was to fend for Gideon andthe mo- 
nied men, to know whether they would confirm the agreement 
which they had made with Mr. Pelham for raifing the fupplies 
of thecurrent year. “They readily anfwered, that they would 
abide by their bargain with Mr. Pelham, for they had not made 
it for his fakeonly, But Lord Bath convinced them that in 
one article they had exacted more from Mr. Pelham than 
they fhould have done, and therefore infifted upon an abatement, 
to which after fome debate they confented, “At the fame time 
Earl Granville, who wasa greater perfonal favourite with the 
King than any of the Minifters, was declared Secretary of State, 
and the Earl of Carlifle was fent for to be the Lord Privy-Seal. 
The Minifters foon took the alarm, and had a meeting at Lord 
Harrington’s, where they agreed on the meafures they would 
purfue, and the next day they all went to Court and one after 
another refigned their refpective places. Such was their fides 
lity to. their old mafter, when a rebellion was raging in the 
midft of the kingdom ; they would rather all defert him in the 
hour of diftrefs and danger, than any of them fhould be deprived 
of the profits of their places. ‘This was more than the King 
had expected ; he was by no means prepared forfuch an event ; 
he was, withall his courage, really intimidated by fo many re- 
fignations, and may be faid in a manner to have refigned him- 
f:lf; his whole fcheme was fuddenly difconcerted; Lord Gran- 
ville was difmiffed in a few days, and the old Minifters were 
all reftored to their places with fuller power than before. 

The King was as much chagrined and vexed as he was pro- 
voked and angry at his difappointment, and begged and ‘en- 
treated of Lord Bath to avenge his caufe by writing a full ac- 
count of the whole tranfaction. One of his expreflions was 
“ Rub it intheir nofes, and if poffible make them afhamed.” 
Such an account was accordingly written, which was copied 
fair by Lord Bath himfelf with fome alterations and additions, 
and was conveyed in fafety to the King. In little more than 
a weck it was returned by a faithful triend with the King’s 
approbation in his own hand-writing, amd a verbal defire that 
at a convenient feafon it might be publifhed. But it is not 
known what is become of thefe papers. Lord Bath had occa» 
fion to look for them fome time before his death, being defirous 
to commenicate them to Bifhép. Pearce, but could not find 

‘thern, Afser his death diligent fearch was made for them every 
Where, butall to no purpofe; they could no where be found. 
It is well known that after Lord Pulteney’s death he burnt abun- 
dance of papers. It is to be feared, that in his difturbance 
and 
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and confufien of mind, not knowing well what he did at this fad 
juncture, he committed thefe with the reft to the flames ; and 
by thefe means moft probably this curious piece of hiftory was 


deftroyed and loft. 





A Narrative of the Sufferings of Lieut. George Spearing, 
who lived feven Nights in a Coal Pit without any Suftee 


nance except Some Rain Water. 


O*. Wednefday, September 13, 1769, between three and 
four in the afternoon, I went into a little wood called 
Northwoodfide (fituated between two and three miles to the 
N. W. of Glafgow) with a defign to gather a few hazel nuts. 
I think that I could not have been in the wood more than a quar- 
ter of an hour, nor have gathered more than ten nuts, before I 
unfortunately fell into an old coal-pit, exadtly feventeen yards 
deep, which had been made through a folid rock: I was fome 
little time infenfible. Upon recovering my recollection, I 
found myfelf fitting (nearly as a taylor does at his work), the 
blood flowit:g pretty faft from my mouth ; and I thought that I 
had broken a blood veffel, and confequently had not long to 
live ; but, to my great comfort, I foon difcovered that the blood 
proceeded from a wound in my tongue, which I fuppofed I had 
bitten in my fall. Looking at my watch (it was ten minutes 
paft four), and getting up, I furveyed my limbs, and to my 
inexpreflible joy found that not one was broken, I was foon 
reconciled to my fituation, having from my childhood thoughe 
that fomething very extraordinary was to happen to me in the 
courfe of my life ; and I had not the leaft doubt of being relieved 
in the morning ; for, thé wood being but fmall, and fituated 
near a populous city, it is much frequented, efpecially in the 
nutting feafor, and there are feveral foot-paths leading through 
it. 
Night now approached, and it began to rain, not in gentle 
fhowers, but in torrents of water, fuch as is ufually experienced 
at the autumnal equinox, The pit I had fallen into was about 
five fect in diameter ; but, not having been worked for feveral 
years, the fubterranean paflages were choked up, fo that I was 
expofed to the rain, which continued, with very {mall intermif- 
fions, till the day of my releafe ; and, indeed, in a very fhort 
time, I was completely wet through. In this comfortlefs con- 
dition I endeavoured to take fome repofe. A forked ftick that 


I found in the pit, and which I placed diagonally to the fide of 
2U2 it, 
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it, ferved alternately to fupport my head as a pillow, or my body 
occafionally, which was much bruifed ; but, in the whole time 
I remained here, I do not think that I ever flept one hour to- 


— 


was fomewhat cheared with the appearance of day-light, and 
the melody of a robin redbreaft that had perched directly over 
the mouth of the pit ; and this pretty little warbler continued 
to vifit my quarters every morning during my confinement; 
which I conftrued into an happy omen of my future delive- 
rance; and I fincerely believe the truft-I had in Providence, 


and the 
ferenity 


diftance of about 100 yards, in a direct line from the pit, there 
was a water-mill. :: The miller’s houfe was nearer to me, and 


the road 


the horfes going to and from the mill ; frequently I heard human 
voices ; and I could diftin@ly hear the ducks and hens. about 
the mill. I made the beft ufe of my voice on every occafion; 
but it was to no manner of purpofe ; for, the wind, which was 
conftantly high, blew in a line from the mill to the pit, which 
eafily accounts for what I had heard ; and, at the fame time, 
my voice was carried the contrary way. I cannot fay I fuffered 
much from hunger..” After two or three days that appetite 
ceafed ; but my thirft,was intolerable; and, though it almoft 
conftantly rained, yet I could -not*till the third or fourth day 
preferve a drop of it, as the, earth ‘at the bottom of the pit, 


fucked it 
cloaths ; 


The thock I received in the fall, together with the diflocation 
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Having pafled a very difagreeable and tedious night, 


company of this little bird, contributed much to that 
of mind I conftantly enjoyed to the laft. ~ At the 


to the mill was fti]l nearer. “I could frequently hear 


as faft as it ran down. « In this diftrefs I fucked my 
but from them I could extract but little moifture. 





of one of my ribs, kept me, I imagine, in a continual fever 5 
I cannot otherwife account for my fuffering fo much more 
from, thirft than I did from hunger. At Jaft.I difcovered the 
thigh-boite of a bull (which I afterwards heard, had fallen into 
the pit about eighteen years before me), almoft covered with 
the earth. I dug it up; and the large end of it left a cavity 
that I fuppofe might containa quart. This the water gradu- 
ally drained into, but fo very flowly, that it was a confiderable 
time before I could dip a nut-fhell full at a time ; which 1 


emptied i 


nto the palm of my hand, and fo drank it. The 


water now began to increafe pretty faft, fo that I was glad to 
enlarge my refervoir, infomuch that, on the 4th or 5th day, L 
had a fufficient fupply ; and this water was certainly the prefer- 
vation of my life. 


At 





y body 


e time 
ur to- 
night, 
>» and 
over 
inued 
1ent 5 
live. 
nce, 
that 
the 
here 
and 
lear 
nan 
out 
on; 
vas 


ich 









THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 941 


~ At the bottom of the pit there were great quantities of ‘rep- 
tiles, fuch as frogs, toads, large black fnails, ‘or flugs, &c. 
Thefe noxious creatures would frequently crawl about me, and 
often got into my refervoir; neverthelefs, ‘I thought it the 
{weeteft water I had ever tafted; and at this diftance’ of time 
the remembrance of it is fo fweet, that, were it now poffible to 
obtain any of it, I am fure 1 could fwallow it with avidity. 

Ihave frequently taken both frogs and toads out of my neck, 
where, I fuppofe, they took fhelter wiileI flept. ‘The toads I 
always deftroyed, but the frogs I very carefully preferved, as L 
did not know but I might be under the neceffity of eating them, 
which I fhould not have fcrupled to have done had | been very 
hungry. 

Saturday the 16th there fell but little rain, and I had the fatis- 
faction to hear the voices of fome boys in the wood. Immedi- 
ately “I calléd out with all my might, but it was all in vain, 
though’ afterwards learned that they actually heard me; but 
being prepoffeffed with an idle {tory of wild men being in the 
wood; they ran ‘away affrighted. «= 

“Sunday, the 17t!, was my birth-day, whenI completed my 
forty-firft year; andI think it was the next’ day that fome of 
my acquaintance, liavihg accidentally heard that 1 bad goue the 
way I did, fent two or, three porters out purpofely to fearch the 
pits for me. Thefe men went to the miller’s houfe, and made 
enquiry for me; but, on account of the very great rain at the 
time, they never entered the wood, but cruelly returned to their 
employers, telling them they had fearched the pit, and that I 
was not to be found. Many people in my: difmal fituation 
would’ no doubt have died with defpair ; but I thank God, [ 
enjoyed a perfect ferenity of mind; fo, that in the Tuefday 
afternoon, and when I had been fix nights in the ‘pit, 1 very 
compofedly (by way of amufement) combed my wig on my 
knee, humming a tune, and thinking of ‘Archer in the ** Beaux 
Stratagem.” ~ - 

At length, the morning, Sept. 20, the happy morning for 
my deliverance, came 3 a day that while my memory lafts, I 
will always celebrate with gratitude to Heaven! Through the 
brambles and bufhes that covered the mouth of the pit I could 
difcover the fun fhining bright, and my pretty warbler was 


chaunting bis melodious ftrains, when my attention was roufed 


by a contufed noife of human voices, which feemed to be ap- 
proaching faft towards the pit ; immediately I called out, and 
moft agreeably furprized fevera] of my acquaintance, who were 


infearch of me. Many of them are ftill living in Gligow.i 
an 
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and itis not long fince I bad the very great fatisfaction of enter- 
taining onc of them at my apartments. They told me that 
they had not the moft diftant hope of finding me alive 3; but 
wilhed to give my body a decent burial, fhould they be fo fortus 
nate 4s to find it. As foon as they heard my voice, they all 
yan towards the pit, and I could diftinguith a well known voice 
exclaim, “ Good God! he is ftillliving !”” Another of them, 
though a very honeft North-Britain, betwixt his furprife and 
jy» could not help afking me, in the Hibernian ftyle, if I were 
dill living? Itold him I was, and hearty too, and then 
gave them particular dire@tions how to proceed in getting 
meout. Fortunately at that juncture a collier, from a working 
pitin the neighbourhood, was pafling along the road, bia 
hearing an unufual noife in the wood, his curiofity prompted 
him to learn the occafion. By his afliftance, and a rope from 
the mill, 1 was foon landed on terra firma. The miller’s wife 
had very kindly brought fome milk warm from the cow; but, 
on.my coming into the frefh air, ] grew rather faint, and could 
not tafte it. Need I beafhamed to acknowledge, that the 
firft dictates of my heart prompted me to fall on aiy knees, and 
ejaculate a filent thankfgiving to the God of my deliverance 5 
fince, at this diftant time, I never think of it but the tear of 
gratitude ftarts from my eye ! 

Every morning while I was in the pit I tied a knot in the 
corner of my handkerchief, fuppofing that, if I died there, and 
my body fhould be aiterwards found, the number of knots 
would certify how many days I had lived. Almoft the firft 
queftion my friends afked me was, how long I had been in the 
pit? Immediately 1 drew my handkerchief from my pocket, 
and bade them count the knots. They found feven, the exact 
number of nights I had been there. We now hafted out of 
the wood. I could now walk without fupport ; but that was 
pot allowed, each perfon prefent ftriving to fhew me how much 
they were rejoiced that they had found me alive and fo well. 
They led me tothe miller’s houfe, where a great number of 
peopie were collected to fee me. A genileman, who hada 
country-houfe juft by, very kindly, at my requeft, fent for a 
gials of white wine. J ordered a piece of bread to be toafted, 
which I foaked in the wine, and ate. I now defired the miller’s 
wife to make me up a bed, fondly thinking that nothing more 
was wanting than a little refrefhing fleep to terminate my 
misfortune. Burt, alas! I was ftill to undergo greater fuffer- 
ings than Ihad yet endured. By the almott continual rains, 


together with the cold damp arifing from the wet ground on 
which 
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which I lay, not being able to take the leaft exercife to keep 
up a proper circulation of the blood, my legs were much 
{welled and benumbed. Some of my friends, obferving this, 
propofed to fend to Glafgow for medical advice. I at fir 
declined it, and happy had it been for me if I had purfued my 
own inclinations; but, unfortunately for me, a phyfician and 
furgeon were employed, both of them ignorant of What ought 
to have been done. Inftead of ordering my legs into cold 
water, or rubbing them with a coarfz towel, to bring on a 
gradual circulation, they applied hot bricks and large poultices. 
tomy feet. ‘This, by expanding the blood-veffels too fuddenly, 
put meto much greater torture than I ever endered in my life, 
and not only prevented me enjoying that refrefhing fleep I fo 
much wanted, but actually produced a mortification in my feet. 
I do not mean by relating this circumfance, to reflect on the 
faculty in general at Glafgow; for, 1 was afterwards attended 
by gentlemen who are an honour to the profeffion. The 
fame method was purfued for feveral days, without even giving 
me the bark till I mentioned it myfelf. This happily ftopt the 
progrefsof the mortification, which the doctors did not know 
had taken place till the miller’s wife fhewed them a black fpot, 
about as broad as a fhilling, at the bottom of my left heel. Ia 
a day or two more the whole fkin, together with all the nails 
of my left foot, and three from my right foot, came off like 
the fingers of a glove 

Oppofite the river on which the mill ft. vd there was a bleach- 
field. Its is cuftomary for the watchman in the night to blow 
a horn to frighten thieves. ‘This 1 frequently heard when 
I was in the pit ; and very often when I was found afleep at 
the miller’s, 1 have been awakened by it in the greateft horrors, 
{till thinking myfelf in the pit; fo that, in fact, I fuffered as 
much by imagination as from reality. 

I continued fix weeks at the miller’s, when the roads became 
too bad for the doctors to vifit me, fo that I was under the 
neceflity of being carried in a fedan chair to my lodgings in 
Glafgow. By this time my right foot was quite well; butin 
my left foot, where the above-mentioned black {pot appearcd, 
there was a large wound, and it too plainly proved that the 
os calcis was nearly all decayed ; for the furgeon could put his 
probe through the centre of it. “The flefh too at the bottom of 


_ my foot was quite feparated from the bones and tendons, fo 


that I was forced to fubmit to have it cut off. In this painful 

ftate 1 lay feveral months, reduced to a mere {keleton, taking 

thirty drops of laudanum every night; and, though ic fome= 
what 
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what ceafed the painin my foot, it was generally three or four 
in the morning before I got any reft. 

My fituation now became truly alarming ; I had a conful- 
tation of furgeons, who advifed me to wait with patience for 
an exfoliation, when they had not the Jeaft doubt but they 
fhould foon cure my foot. At the fame time they frankly ac- 
knowledged that it was impofible to afcertain the precife time 
when that would happen, as it might be fix, or even twelve 
months, before it came to pafs. 

In my emaciated condition I was certain that it was impofli- 
ble for me to hold out half the time ; and, knowing that I muft 
bea very great cripple with the lofs of my heel-bone, I came to 
a determined refolution to have my leg cut off, and appointed 
the my next day for the operation ; but no furgeon came near 
me. I fincerely believe they wifhed to performa cure, but 
being, as I thought, beft judge of my own feelings, I was re- 
folved this time to be guided by my own opinion; accordingly, 
onthe 2d of May, 1770, my leg was taken off a little below 
the knee. Yet, notwithftanding I had fo long endured the 
rod of affliction, misfortunes ftill followed. About three hours 
after the amputation was performed, and when I was quiet in 
bed, I found myfelf nearly fainting with the lols of blood; the 
ligatures had all given way, and the arteries had bled a confider= 
able time before it was difcovered. . 

By this time the wound was inflamed; neverthelefs, I was 
under the neceflity of once more fubmitting to the operation 
of the needle, and the principal artery was Rene up four diffe- 


‘ rent times before the blood was ftopped. I fuffered much for 


two or three days, not daring to take a wink of flcep ; for, the 
moment I fhut my eyes, my ftump (though conftantly held 
by the nerve) would take fuch convulfive motions, that I 
really think a ftab to my heart could not be attended with 
greater pain. My blood too was become fo very poor and 
thin, that it abfolutely drained through the wourd near a fort- 
night after my leg was cut off. I lay for 18 days and nights 
in one pofition, not daring to move, left the ligature fhould 
again give way ; but J could endure it no longer, and ventured 
toturn myfelf in bed contrary to the advice of my furgeon, 
which I happily effected, and never felt greater pleafure in my 
life. Six weeks after the amputation, I went out in a fedan 
chair for the benefit of the air, being exactly nine months from 
the day I fell intothe pit. Soon after, I took lodgings in the 
country 5 where, getting plenty of warm new milk, my appe- 
tite and ftrength increafed daily ; and to this day, 1 blefs God, 
9 Ido 
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I do enjoy perfec health ; and I have fince been the happy 


father of nine children, 


GEORGE SPEARING. 
Greenwich-Hofpital, Auguft 1, 1793- 


P. S. The above narrative is a plain fimple matter of fact; 
and affords a very ufeful lefion to mankind, viz. never to give 
way to defpondency, be their fituation ever fo deplorable : Let 
them confidently rely on the Almighty Providence, and I fin- 
cerely wifh, and doubt not, but their misfortunes will terminate 


as happily as mine. 





Account of an almoft entire Deftruétion of a Company of the 
3d Battalion of Hdnoverian Grenadiers in the prefent 
Campaign, extraéted from a Letier, fent by the Captain 
of the fame Company to his Brother Mr. Cronhelm, at 
Exeter, 

Bruges, at the Hofpital of the woundeds 

the 11th September, 1793+ 


rs begun anfwering your letter, after the taking of Va- 
lenciennes, to which the ftorm on the outworks moft 
effentially contributed, in which I had a little fhare ; but fud- 
denly our grenadiers were ordered to leave their baggage bes 
hind, and to march to Cambray. We attacked the camp de 
Cefar ; and hoped by our forced marches to reach the enemy, 
and to bring them toa ftand, but in vain 3 we however over- 
took the army again at Orchies ; there it was my lot to join 
with my company a detached corps, which was to cover the 
Duke of York’s march to Dunkirk. I was 12 days abfent 
from my battalion, which in the mean time did wonders at 
Eaft Cappel and Refpoede. 

The rft of September I arrived with the detached corps ia 
the camp near Wormhout ; ftill without my baggage, and not 
being able tochange my clothes. The 5th we attacked with 
our battalion the village Arnic by ftorm, which was defended 
by two battalions of the enemy ; we carried the village, killed 
200, and made as many prifoners ; we loft about 50 men killed 
and wounded, 10 of which were of mycompany. I was des 
tached with my company by General de Diepenbroick, who 
commanded us, to clear another village of the enemy; as 
I was advancing towards it with quick fteps, two fquadrons of 
them appeared, who made a movement to attack me; I ads 
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vanced towards them, with ciofe rank and files, and without 
firing ; but fuddenly they retreated in full gallop, when we gave 
them a few Vollies, by which fome of them fell. I was or- 
dered back, and we went into the camp extremely fatigued, the 
foil being a {tiff clay, and having had rain for feveral days, we 
had trouble to get our legs loofe ; but, glad at the fuccefs of 
our expedition, and at the incredible bravery of our grenadiers, 
we refted a few hours, 

On the 6th in the morning the alarm was fpread, that the 
enemy was advancing with force to attack our poft at Efquel- 
beck ; our battalion haftened to its fupport, another company 
and mine were placed on the avenues; it was my lot tobe 
pofted in a garden, before which there was a village at the 
diftance of about 120 paces; I hardly had made my difpo- 
fition for defence, when about 1000 men advanced towards 
me, and fired at me, from the village, fome in the flank ; my 
men an{wered their fire bravely when the enemy perceiving 
that we would not give way, retreated. I loft of my company, 
which that day confifted {till of 110 men, 40 men killed and 
wounded ; each of my men fired 200 cartridges. After this 
we went into the camp, where they had taken down the tents, 
becaufe the attack began to be general ; we hardly had pitched 
them again, when an order was given for the grenadiers to 
march immediately for Sacx ; we went there fo quick as pofli« 
ble, a diftance of about fix Englith miles, and took poft there; 
but we had not been there an hour, when the whole army under 
command of Field Marfhal Freytag received orders to march: 
Now we were firft obliged to return to the camp and fetch our 
knapfacks, and having got them, we went ina forced march to 
Hondfchooten, where General Houchard, with 20,000 men 
of the enemy, tried to force his way through ; the night was 
dark, and the roads bad, fo that the greateft part of the baggage 
could not go on; that of my company, having good horfes, > 
got happily through. 

I was pofted with my company and one cannon in a {mall 
entrenchment ; at about four o’clock in the afternoon, the 
enemy attacked us with great fury. I was ftanding on the top 
of the parapet, in order to direct my cannon, which I could not 
get into the narrow entrenchments, when I received a fhot in 
the calf of my leg, which hurted the bone a little. I was 
obliged to fubmit to be carried off, and went by Furnes and 
Nieuport to Bruges. 

i know not yet exaSly how much my company has loft; 
my Second Lieutenant, one of the braveit fellows, is killed, 

and 
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and there cannot be left many of them. They fay the Hano- 
verian army has more than 2000 men wounded,600 killed ; 
73 officers killed and wounded, and many miffing. Thank 
God the lofs. is repaired by the timely fuccour of General 
Beaulieu with 12,000 men. Since the 6th of Auguft to the 
gth of September, I have but twice got off my boots. 





\ am ee See oe wee + oe * 


E base: confidering one night, when I could not fleep, how 
noble a part of the creation man was formed to be, and 
how diftinguifhed in all his actions above other earthly crea- 
tures. From whence I fell to take a view of the change and 
corruption which he has introduced into his own condition, 
the groveling appetites, the mean charaéters of fenfe, and wild 
courfes of paffions, that caft him from the degree in which 
providence had placed him ; the debafing himfelf with qualifi- 
cations not his own, and his degenerating into a lower {phere 
of action. ‘This infpired me with a mixture of contempt and 
anger 3 which, however, was not fo violent as to hinder the 
return of fleep, but grew confufed as that came upon me, and 
made me end my reflections with giving mankind the oppro- 
brious names of inconfiderate, mad, and foolith. 

Here methought, where my waking reafon left the fubjec, 
my fancy purfucd it ina dream; and I imagined myfelf in a 
loud foliloquy of paffion, railing at my fpecies, and walking 
hard to get rid of the company I defpifed; when two men 
who had over-heard me made up on either hand. Thefe 
I obferved had many features in common, which might oc- 
cafion the miftake of one for the other in thofe to whom they 
appear fingly ; but I, who faw them together, could eafily per- 
ceive, that though there was an air of feverity in each, it was 
tempered with a natural fweetnefs in the one, and by turns 
conttrained or ruffled by the defigns of malice in the other. 

I was now at a lofs:to know the reafon of their joining me 
fo brifkly, when he, whofe appearance difpleafed me moft, thus 
addrefled his companion—“ Pray, brother, let him alone, and 
we fhall immediately fee him transformed into atyger.” ‘This 
ftruck me with horror, which the other perceived, and pitying 
my diforder, bid me be of good courage, for though I had been 
favage in my treatment of mankind, (whom I thould rather 
reform than rail againft) he would, however, endeavour to 
refcue me from my danger. At this I looked a little more 

2X2 chearful ; 
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chearful ; and while I teftified my refignation to him, we faw 
the angry brother fling away from us in a paffion for his difap- 
pointment. Being now left to my friend, I went back with 
him at his defire, that I might know the meaning of thefe 
words which affrighted me. 

As we went along, “ To inform you,” fays he, “ with 
whom you have had this adventure, my name is Reproof and 
his Reproach, both born of one mother, but of different fa- 
thers. Truth is our common parent. Fiicndfhip, who faw 
her, fell in love with her, and fhe being pleafed ‘with him, he 
begat me; but a while after, Enmity laying in ambufh for 
her, became the father of him whom you faw along with me. 
The t-mper of our mother inclines us to the fame fort of bu- 
finefs, the informing mankind of their faults ; but the different 
complexions of our fathers make us differ in our defigns and 
company. I have a natural benevolenge in my mind which 
engages me with friends, and he a natural impetuofity in his 
which cafts him among enemies.” 

As he thus difcourfed we came toa place where there were 
three entrances into as many feveral walks, which lay befide one 
another. We pafled into the middlemoft, a plain, ftrait, regu- 
Jar walk, fet with’ trees, which added to the beauty of the 
place, but did not fo clofe their boughs over head as to exclude 
the light from it, Here as we walked I was made to obferve 
how the road on one hand was full of rocks and precipices, 
over which Reproach) who had already gotten thither) was 
furioufly driving unhappy wretches; the other fide was all laid 
out in gardens of gaudy tulips, amongft whofe leaves the fer- 
penots.wreathed, and at the end of every grafly walk the en- 
chantrefs Flattery was weaving bowers to lull fouls a fleep in. 
We continued ftill walking on the middle way, till we arrived 
ina building it which it terminated; this was formerly erected 
by Truth for a watch tower, from whence fhe took a view of 
the earth, and, as fhe faw occafion, fent out Reproof, or even 
Reproach, for our reformation. Over the door I took notice 
that a face was carved with aheart upon the lips.of it, and pre- 
fently called ta mind that this was the ancient emblem of fin- 
ccrity.. In the entrance I met with Freedom of Speech and 
Complaifance, who had for a long time Jooked upon one 
another as enemies; but Reprvof has fo brought them together, 
that they now act as friends and fellow agents in the fame fa- 
mily. Before I afcended up the ftairs, | had my eyes purified 
by a water which made me fee extremely clear, and I think 
they faid it {prung in a pit, from whence (as Democritus had 

reported) 
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reported) they formerly brought up Truth, who had hid herfelf 
in it. I was then admitted to the upper chamber of profpedt, 
which was called the Knowledge of Mankind ; here the wine 


‘dow was no fooner opened but I perceived the clouds to roll 


off and part before me, and a {cene of all the variety of the 
world prefented itfelf, ; 

But how different was mankind in this view, from what it 
ufed toappear ! Methought the very thape of moft of them 
was loft; fome had the heads of dogs, others of apes or par 
rots, and in fhort, wherever any one took upon him the in- 
ferior and unworthy qualities of other creatures, the change of 
his foul became vifible in his countenance; the ftrutting pride 
of him who is endued with brutality iaftead of courage, made 
his face fhoot out in the form of a horfe’s ; his eyes became 
prominent, his noftrils widened, and hair untying owed dowa 
on one fide of his neck in a waving mane. The talkative- 
nefs of thofe who love the ill-nature of converfation made them 
turn into aflemblies of geefe ; their lips hardened into bills by 
eternal ufing, they gabdled for diverfion ; and their ruffles 
falling back on their arms, a fucceffion of little feathers ap- 
peared, which formed wings for them to flutter with from one 
vifit toangther. The envious and malicious lay on the ground 
with the heads of different forts of ferpents, and not endea- 
vouring to erect themfelves, but meditating mifchief to others, 
they fucked the poifon of the earth, fharpened their tongues to 
ftings upon the ftones, and rolled their trains unperceivably 
beneath their habits. ‘The hypocritical. oppreflors wore the 
faces of crocodiles ; their mouths were inftruments of cruclty, 
their eyes of deceit; they committed wickednefs, and be- 
moaned that there fhould be fo much of it in the world; thcy 
devoured the unwary, and wept over the remains of them.— 
‘The covetous had fo hovked and worn their fingers by count- 
ing intereft upon intereft, that they were converted to the claws 
of harpies, and thefe they ftill were ftretching out for more, 
yet feemed unfatisfied with their acquifitions. The fharpers 
had the looks of camelions; they every minute changed their 
appearance, and fed on fwarms of flies, which fell as fo many 
cullies amongft them. ‘The bully feemed a dunghill cock 5 he 
crefted well, and bore bis comb aloft ; he was beaten by al- 
moft every one, yet ftill fung for triumph, and only the mean 
coward pricked up the ears of a hare to fly before him. Cri- 
tics were turned into cats, whofe pleafure and grumbling go 
together. Fops were apes in embroidered jackets. Flatte- 
rers were curled fpanicls, fawning, and crouching. The 
crafty 
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crafty had the face of a fox; the flothful of an afs; the crucl 
of a wolf; the ill-bred of a bear; the leacherous were goats, 
and the gluttons {wines Drunkennefs was the only vice that 
did not change the face of its profeflors into that of another 
creature ; but this I took to be far from a privilege, for two 
reafons; becaufe it fufficiently difgraced them of itfelf, and 
becaufe there are few of the lower rank of beings that have it 
in their power to be guilty of fo foolifh an ac as intemperance. 

As I was taking a view of thefe reprefentations of things, 
without any more order than is ufual in a dream, or in the con- 
fufion of the world itfelf, I perceived a concern within me for 
what I faw; my eyes began to moiften, and as if the virtue of 
that water with which they were purified was loft for a time, 
by their being touched with that which arofe from paffion, the 
clouds immediately began to gather again, and clofed from 
either hand upon the profpect. I then turned towards my 
guide, who addrefled me inthis manner : “ You have feen the 
condition of mankind when it defcends from its dignity ; now, 
therefore, guard yourfelf from that degeneracy by a modeft 
greatnefs of fpirit on one fide, and a confcious fhame on the 
other. Endeavour alfo, with a generofity of goodnefs, to make 
your friends aware of it; let them know what defedts you 
perceive are growing upon them ; handle the matter as you 
fee reafon, either with the airs of fevere or humourous affec- 
tion ; fometimes plainly defcribing the degeneracy in its full 
and proper colours, or at other times letting them know that 
if they proceed as they have begun, you give them tofuch a 
day or fo many months to turn bears, wolves, foxes, &c, 
Neither neglect your more remote acquaintance, where you 
fee any worthy and fufceptible of admonition; expofe the 
beaft whofe qualities you fee them putting on, or where you 
have no mind to engage with their perfons. The poffibility of 
applying this is very obvious: The Egyptians faw it foclearly, 
that they made the pictures of animals explain their minds to 
one another, inftead of writing; and, indeed, it is hardly to 
be miffed, fince /Efop took them out of their mute condition, 
and taught them to {peak for themfelves with relation to the 
actions of mankind.” 





AN AN ECQD OT E. 


N the year 1701, there arrived at the port of Madrid a flo- 


tilla from Mexico, which unleaded a very heavy cheft of 
chocolate, 
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chocolate, dire@ed for the General of the Jefuits. The 
Cuftom-houfe officers ftaggered at the weight of each cake, 
determined to inveftigate the matter, when they found them to 
be gold ingots covered with chocolate. Government ordered 
them to the Mint, where they were converted into fpecie, and 
fent to the Reverend Fathers the beft cheft of chocolate of the 
fame fize,and of the beft quality, that could be procured in 
Madrid. The Holy Fathers, who durft not claim any thing, 
thought themfelves happy not to have their breakfaft difturbed 
by the officers of juftice. 





fn AUTHENTIC and INTERESTING STORY. 
NSIGN BOUCHARD, anative of Pailly, near Senlis, 


about 30 years of age, and of a family of fortune, fell 
defperately in love with a farmer’s daughter of the name of. 
Victoire Gardeil, and a native of the fame place, of the age of 
24, but without fortune. Bouchard had no fooner opened his 
heart to Gardeil, but.he was enchanted to hear from her own 
lips, that fhe had long harboured in her breaft the fame paffion 
for him, and with more violence. 

Several months paffed away in the mutual confeffion of thefe 
tender lovers, of their feelings for each other; they appeared 
together in every public place of amufement; and in private 
they were infeparable ; they were juft beginning to form their 
plan for marriage, when the father of Bouchard one evening 
very feverely reprimanded his fon for his purfuit of Gardeil; 
he commanded him to join his regiment, and in a fit of rage 
{wore if he did not diffolve all connection with that lady, he 
would not only find means lawfully to difinherit him, but that 
he fhould never fuffer him to come into his prefence. 

The youth as foon as he heard this menace, found himfelf 
in the moft cruel agitations between love and defpair, between 
the moft indifloiuble attachment, and the moft pious filial duty 
and affection towards his father; he pafled the night in defpair, 
and next morning he flew to his Gardcil, but was unable to 
difclofe the torture which rent his heart 

His tender bride, for fuch the flattered herfelf to be but the 
evening before, feized with horror at fo much affliction of her 
lover, had it not inher power to afk the reafon of it; fhe paffed 
half an hour in filent careffes which fhe lavifhed upon her 
mot onlefs fwain ; who at laft, ina tone of woeful dillraction, 
and with interrupted groans of deep-felt forrow, acquainted 
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her with an event, which although her heart had already antici 
pated, left her no ftrength to withftand. She fell fenfelefs into 
his arms; this roufed hia, and he carried her to the fountain, 
bedewed her temples with the cold ftream, kiffed her rofy lips, 
and almoft blew life into her. The extreme joy to fee her 
revived, for a moment made him forget their real unhappy 
fituation ; he forgot himfelf fo far as to dare, after innumerable 
oaths of fidclity, to propofe to live with her, without difobeying 
the will of his father. At this propofal Gardeil fhrunk back, 
tore herfelf from his burning carefles, and with tears trickling 
down her cheeks, bitterly complained of the infult offered to 
her honour. 

This was fufficient to bring the worthy Bouchard back to 
the path of virtue; he fwore to be married to her or die! thus 
they parted, - 

Bouchard next day, after having taken an affeCtionate leave 
of his beloved Gardeil, fet out with his father for Paris; there 
feveral months pafled, which he fpent in employing every means 
to perfwade the old man to pity his fufferings, and to make 
him happy; but all was in vain, the old man’s heart was obdu- 
Fate, it ferved only to make him, in the moft pofitive manner 
declare, that he fhould perfevere in his refolution. 

Viatoire Gardeil at firft found fome confolation in reading, 
and in anfwering the multitude of endearing letters fhe received 
from her lover ; but at length fhe could endure his abfence no 
longer, fhe fet off for Paris, where one of her aunts keeps an 
elegant fhop in one of the reputable ftreets. She arrived 
about noon, and towards the evening, after having demanded, 
and received an appointment from her lover, fhe was introduced 
through a back door into the garden of Bouchard’s friend, 
Mr. Longe, a Mag:ftrate of the Peace. 

Here her beloved foldier met her with open arms, the firft 
moment of their interview pafled in the tendereft expreflions 
of mutual affection, and in the tendereft affeverations never 
to be parted. 

But, alas! thefe moments foon pafled away, they began to 
communicate to each other how they had pafled their time 
during their feparation. And after exchanging vows of their 
ecernal attachment, Bouchard retired intoan arbour in the gar 
den, and after bidding farewell to Gardeil, fhe fell into a {woon, 
but was awoke on the difcharge of a piftol She flew to the 
fpot, and fcizing the remaining piftoi of the brace, clapt it to 
her mouth, and followed the dreacful example of her lover, 


tepeating, “ Gardeil fhall never outlive her beloved Bou- 
chard.” 
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chard.” She fired, but turning and feeing that her lover was 
{till living and fwimming in blood, fhe called for affiftance. 
The Juftice of the Peace at this time had returned from his 
official functions, and not knowing the lady followed her to 
the {pot where her lover lay; the houfe was immediately in 
alarm; furgeons were fent for, and when they came, they 
found Gardeil wipiug the blood from the wounds of her lover; 
and bufily employed in lending every poffible affiftance to him 
in the midft of his friends; whilft fhe unknown to the com- 
pany, as well as to herfelf, had already loft a confiderable quan- 
tity of blood.. 

The patients were both declared not in danger; and Mr. 
Longe, in his capacity of a Magiftrate, ordered them both to 
be conveyed toa neighbouring houfe, where they might have 
all neceflary attendance, but at the fame time fhould be 
guarded clofe, in order for theit examination, 

As foon as Mr. Longe was acquainted by the two lovers 
themfelves of the real fact, he was afraid to take it upon himfelf 
toacquitthem. He therefore applied to the Minifter of Juf- 
tice, who firft blamed Mr. Longe for his fcruples in acquitting 
two innocent, worthy, and fecling citizens: and next, he 
wrote a letter to the father of Bouchard, upbraiding him with 
his unnatural obftinacy, and reprefenting to him in the livelicft 
colours, the filial piety of his fon, who preferred facrificing 
his greateft happinefs, together with his life, rather than live 
happy, in difobedience to his commands, and in oppofition 
to his wifhes, The father having, at the fame time, been 
informed by Mr. Longe of all the circumftances, paid a vifit 
to the heroic couple, who were now nearly recovered from 
their wounds, the balls having only paffed through the flefhy 
parts of the neck and mouth; and next day at eleven in the 
forenoon they were married at the altar of the country, in the 
church of St. Gudule, amidft the loudeft acclamations of a 
great number of citizens, 


NAVIGATION 





Manufcript collection of marine charts, drawn in 1436, 
has been difcovered in St. Mark’s i at Venice, 
together with a manufcript account of voyages by Sanudo, a 


Venetian navigator, who lived at the end of the 13th, and be- 
ginning of the 14th century, Upon thefe MSS. M. Naillac, 
one of the French Academicians, founds an opinion, that not 
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only the feas of Africa, and the Eaft-Indies, were known to 
the Venetians, before the voyages of the Portuguefe, but that 
the Antilles, Hudfon’s Bay, and Newfoundland, were fre- 
queuted by their failors above a century before the voyages 
of Columbus. 





Short Account of William Billings, who lived to the great 
Age of 114. 


N the month of September, 1793, died at Fairfield Head, 
near Longnor, in Staffordthire, William Billings, a foldier, 
at the great age of 114 ; and whatis further worthy of remark, 
this veteran travelled through this extenfive ftretch of ‘time 
without ever experiencing a fit of ficknefs, and at laft expired 
without cither qualm or groan. General Cadogan, who died 
afew years fince, was one of the lait of Queen Anne’s officers 
that furvived the Duke of Marlborough, and Billings the laft 
private in England, that ferved that great commander. 
Billings’s birth and death were equally extraordinary ; he 
was born under a hedge in the year 1679, not an hundred 
yards from the cottage where he died. Being born with a 
ipirit of enterprize, and not liking a country life, he left his 
fervice in the year 1702, and enlifted into a regiment then 
lying at Derby. Inthe year 1704, he was with Sir George 
Rooke at the fiege of Gibraltar, defended at that time by that 
gallant officer the Marquis de Salines. After the reduction of 
that fortrefs, which was feverely bombarded two fucceffive 
days, he was fent into Germany, and ferved in Flanders under 
the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene of Savoy ; and 
was prefent at the ever-inemorable battle of Ramilies, which 
was fought on Whit-Sunday, the 23d of May, 1706; in this 
battle Billings had the honour of being among the foremoft of 
thofe few gallant foldiers who had an opportunity offered them 
of rendering their great Commander a very effential fervice, 
by refcuing him from the moft imminent danger ; indeed, had 
it not been for this handful of brave men ftepping in fo oppor 
tunely, his Grace muft inevitably have been killed or taken 
prifoner; for being thrown off his horfe as he was leaping a 
ditch, the Marcfchal Villeroy (who both admired and dreaded 
the Englifh General) was immediately informed of the Duke’s 
difafter by one of the Aids-de-Camp—orders were inftantly 
given for fome choice troops to haften to the fpot where the 


accident happened, and they were to bring the Duke dead or 
alive ! 
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alive! Billings, however, and his comrades, who had juft time 
enough to throw themfelves betwixt their Commander and the 
fabred miffionaries, played their parts fo well, that they fcarce 
Jeft one alive to carry the news to Villeroy. In this bloody 
conflict, however, Billings was feverely handled ; a mufket 
bail ladged in the thick part of his thigh, and in fuch a part as 
rendered any attempt to extract it quite impracticable, and in 
this fituation the ball remained near 30 years, when it made its 
way down the thigh, and came out at the ham. 





An AN EC'D O T E. 


S® JOHN TABOR was apprentice to an apothecary at 
Cambridge, and had the fecret for the ufe of bark from 
Ray. He was fent for by Louis XIV. to adminifter it to his 
fon, the Dauphin, who had the ague. The French phyficians, 
however, afking him his definition of an intermitting fever, he 
replied, “ Gentlemen, an intermitting fever is what I czn 
cure, and what you cannot.” He adminiftered his remedy 
with fuccefs, and Louis XIV. prefented him with 2000 louis 
d’ors; and our Charles the Second made him a Knight.” 





A SINGULAR BET. 


7: a following great odds were loft during the races at 
York. One gentleman betted 100 guineas to one, that 
an halfpenny fhould be thrown up, and that he called right 
once in feven times, The odds were loft. They were betted 
by Mr. Ogden. This is the more fingular, as the exact odds 
on the event are, 127 to one, ‘ 





A Curious Account of certain Royal Difburfements at the 
Commencement of the Fourteenth Century. 


AN extraordinary inftance of the rude manners of our 
country in ancient times, appears from the following 
extra from a curious and authentic manufcript, a copy of 
which is in the pofleffion of an eminent antiquary. This ma- 
nufcript contains, among other things, the private expences of 
that weak, mifguided, and unfortunate monarch, Edward the 
Second; by which it appears, that crofs and pile, or tofling up 
2¥°2 heads 
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heads and tails, as it is now called, was a favourite royal di- 
verfion in thofe remote times of rude fimplicity. The follow- 
ing tranflation from the old French, in which it is written, may 
afford fome entertainment, to thofe who are fond to contemplate 
human life under the various afpects which it exhibits, accord 
ing to the difference of ages or the difference of countries: 

Item, paid to the King himfelf, to play at crofs and pile, 
by the hands of Richard de Mereworth, the Receiver of the 
Treafury—T welve-pence. 

« Item, paid there to Henry, the King’s barber, for money 
which he lent to the King, to play at crofs and pile—Five 
fhillings. 

“ Item, patd there to Peres Barnard, Ufher of the King’s 
Chamber, money which he lent to the King, and which he loft, 
at crofs and pile, to Monfieur Robert Wattewyle—Eight- 

ence. 
oe Item, paid to the King himfelf, to play at crofs and pile, 
by Peres Barnard, two fhillings, which he faid Peres won of 
him.” 


— ————. 


ANECDOTE of the late KING of PRUSSIA. 


{From Watkins’s Travels into Switzerland, &c.] 





Have received great attention from Mr. Dietz the Pruffian 
A Envoy. He recounts many pleafant anecdotes of his late 
fovereign, one of which [ will mention to you, as. it proves 
how tenacious that monarch was of Silefia, part of his Auftrian 
conquelt, and will give you no unfavourable idea of the pre- 
fent Prince Royal. 

Frederick was much pleafed with the fprightly difpofition 
of the boy, who was often with him. One day, as he was 
writing in his cabinet, and the Prince playing at battledore and 
fhuttlecock behind him, the fhuttlecock fell upon the paper and 
blotted it; at which the King bade him leave off, but probably 
ina tone lefs imperious than he ufed in the battles of Rofbach 
and Liffa, forthe other recommenced his amufement, and the 
fhuttlecock again fell upon the papers The King took it up 
and put itin bis pocket. The Prince was for fome moments 
filent; at length, moving gently to his uncle’s fide he leaned 
upon his fhoulder, played with his epaulette, and afked him 
tenderly for his fhuttlecock. The King was inexorable, and 
continued writing; at which the boy retreated a few paces, and 
ftrutting up again with his little arms a-kimbo, ftamped, and 
witlt 
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with uncomman emphafis faid “ Sire, donnez-moi une reponfe 
catagorique, voulez vous me rendre ou nou mon cerf volant ??— 
“ Sire, give mean explicit anfwer, will you or will you not re- 
turn me my fhuttlecock ?” 

Frederick turned about with aftonifhment, eyed the little 
urchin in raptures, and {natching him to dis bofom, exclaimed, 
“ Ah, vrai rejettou du Grand Electeur, on ne t’arrachera jamais 
Ja Silefie.”’ —** Ah true fcyon of the Great EleGor, from thee 
they’ll never wreft Silefia.” 





A CHARADE, by T. of Caftle Cary. 


E wits of fame, who furely came 
From old Apollo’s mountain, 
And often ftep and take a tip 
Of the Pierian fountain; 


You'll condefcend now to befriend 
An humble doggerel fcribbler 5 

And tho’ his mufe don’t like you chufe 
High ftrains—excufe the quibbler. 


A veffel firft, one fit for thirft, 
When fill’d with rofy wine, Sirs; 
A meafure next—unite, exprefs 
A place in China, kind Sirs, 





4 REBUS, by E. Giddy, of Truro. 


Near relation firft hit right; 
And next a vermin caught by nights 
And then a fhell-fith bring to fight; 
A King of Ifrael next defery ; 
A man of knowledge then apply if 
And one who is exalted high 5 
A point of wind pray next find out; 
And then an infeét without doubt; t 
And latt a world oft talk’d about ; 
Thefe nine initials join’d aright 
Will bring a well known bird to fight, 
POETRY. 
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HYMN # APOLLO. 
{A Tranflation from the Greek of Dionyfius. } 


HROUGH nature’s wide domain 
Let folemn filence reign ; 
Let all the mountains, hills, and-floods, 
The earth, the fea, the winds and woods, 
The echoes, and the feather’d throng, 
Forbear to move, or tune their fong. 


Behold the lord of light 

Begins to blefs our fight ; 
Phcebus, whofe voice divinely clear 
E’en Jove himfelf delights to hear 5 
Great father of the bright-eyed morn, 
Whofe fhoulders golden locks adorn ! 


Swift thro’ the azure fky 

Oh! let thy courfers fly; 
And with them draw that radiant car, 
Which fpreads thy fplendid rays afar, 
Filling all fpace at thy defire 
With torrents of immortal fire. 


For thee, ferene advance 

The {pheres in folemn dance, 
For ever finging as they move 
Around the facred throne of Jove, 
Songs accordant to thy lyre, 
While all the heavenly hoft admire. 


And when the god of day 
Withdraws his golden ray, 
Do thou, fweet Cynthia, blefs our fight 
With thy mild beams ang filver light 5 
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Oh! 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 359 


Oh! fpread thy fnowy mantle round, 
And wrap the world in peace profound. 





4 s Oo NN G 
{ By Dr. GLYNN. 





EAZE me no more, nor think I care, 
Tho’ monarchs bow at Kitty’s fhrine, 
Or powder’d coxcombs woo the fair, 
Since Kitty is no longer mine. 


Indiff’rent ’tis alike to me, 
If my favourite dove be. ftole, 
Whether its dainty feathers be 
Pluck’d by the eagle or the owl. 


If not for me its blufhing lips 

/ The rofe-bud opens, what care I 
| Who the od’rous liquid fips, 

| The king of bees or butterfly ? 





Like me, the Indians of Peru 
Rich in mines of golden ore, 

Dejeéted fee the merchant’s crew 
Tranfport it to a foreign fhore. 


Seeks the flave defpoil’d to know, 
Whether his gold, in fhape of lace, 
Shine on the coat of birth-day beau, 
Or wear the ftamp of George’s face? 








ADDRESS ¢ the DERWENT. 
[Froma Monody written at Matlock, by the Rev. W. J: Bowles.] 


HEE, quiet ftream! with other thoughts I view, 
Like Peace, a hermit in fome craggy del! 
Retir’d, and bidding the loud throng farewell, 
I fee thee ftill thy peaceful courfe purfue, 
Making fuch gentle mufic as might cheer 
The weary paffenger that journeys near. 


6 Such 
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Such are the fongs of Peace in Virtue’s fhade, 
Unheard of Folly or the vacant train ’ 
That pipe and dance upon the noon-tide plain, 

Till in the duft together they are laid ; 

' But not unheard of him, who fits fublime 
Above the clouds of this tempeftuous clime, 

Its ftir and ftrife, to whom more grateful rife 
The humble incenfe, and the ftill fmall voice 
Of thofe that on their penfive way rejoice, 

Than fhouts of thoufands echoing to the fkies, 
Or fongs of triumph pealing round the car 
Of hard ambition, or the friend of war, 

Sated with flaughter—Nor may I, fweet ftream, 
From thy lone banks and limits wild depart, 

( Where now I meditate my penfive theme) 
Without fome mild improvement on my heart, 
Pour’d fad, yet pleafing: So may I forget 
The croffes and the cares that fometimes fret 
Life’s fmootheft channel, and each wifh prevent, 
That mars the filent current of Content. 











For the WErEekLty ENTERTAINER, 


Th DECLINE o SUMMER. 


¥* woods, that now in rural pride appear, 

Soon o’er your fading tints fhall autumn caft 
Her fick’ning colours, and the northern blaft, 

With hollow murmurs, rule the varied year ; 


Ah! yet, Oh iron-fcepter’d winter, fpare 
Thefe tufted eims, whofe fummits brighter feem, 
At blufhing dawn, or evening’s milder gleam, 
Nor with rude hand their leafy honours tear; 


Ah! yet delay a votary’s fad farewell 
To nature’s fimple charms, and fummer’s bloom, 
Whom nought can foothe in folitude’s dull gloom, 
Save the green hill, or flow’r embroider’d dell : 


Who dreads, when wintry ftorms fhall dim the day, 
To fee thefe beauteous {Cenes, his only friends, decay. 


9 Ss. N. P. 
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